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i BSPEECH OF MRE. CLAY;
AFAE HASS HEETING AT LEXINGTON, KEN
§ ricky, saTURDAY, NovEMBER 13, 1847

Lalies and Gentlement A

§ The day isdark and gloomy, unseftled and
yncértain, like the eondition of eur country,in
igird to the wnnatural war with Mexico.—
The public mind is agitated and anxious, and
# isflled with serious appreherisions as to its in-
defiite continuance, and especially as to the
wsequences which its terminatiorf may bring
futh, menacing the harmony, if not the exis-
teace of our Union.’

§ liic underthese circumsfances, I present
2 myself before you. No ordinary oceasion
% vould have drawa me from the retirement in
3 vhich I live; but"whilst a single pulsation of
4 e human heart remains, it should if neces-
g iy be dedicatedto the service of one’s coun-
¥ iy.- And I have hoped that, aithough I am a
# yirate and humble citizen, an expression of
2 ie¥iews and opinions I entertain, might form
§ une little addition to the general stock of in-
¥ inmintien, and afford a smal} assistance in de-
¥ lveting our eountry from the perils and dan-
& jers which surround it.

§ lhave comehere with ao purpose to at-
tmpt to make o fine speech, or any ambitious
ttorieal display. I have brought with me
3 wrhetorieal bequets to throw info this assem-
4 lkge, In the circle of the year, 2utumn hag
g wme, and the zeason of flowers has passed
§ way. Inathe progress of years, my spring
g ime has gone by, and I too, amin the autumn
§ lile, and feel the frost of age. My desire
8 ud aim are to address you earnestly, enlmly,
& iriously and plainly upon the grave and mo-
mentous subjects which have brought us to-
# nlier. And I am most selicitons that not a
§ wrd may fall fromn me, offensive to any par-
&y of person in the whole extent of the union.
% War, pestilenceand famine, by the common
% tmsent of mankind, are the thres greatest
ulumitics which ean befall our species; and
nr as the most direful, justly stands frontand
g limost. Pestilence and famine, no doubt
M frwise, although inscratable purpeses, are
& infictions of Providence, to which it is our
g dity, theretore fo bow with obedience, hum-
% kmbmission, and resignation. Their dara-
Z tnix not long, and their ravages are limited.
i ey, bring. indeed, great affiiction whilst
B %y Iast, but society soon recovers from their
@ dwts. Waris the voluntary work ef cur
8 mahandg, 2and whatever reproaches it de-
A ives should be directed to ourselves. When
ibreaks out, its duration is indefinite and un-
# Mown—its vicissitudes are hidden from our
W tiew.: In the sacrifice of human life, and in
@ e waste of human treasure, in its losses and
& Uburthens, it elects both bellizerent nations;
g Wlits sad elfects of mangled bodies, of death
¥ i of desolation, endure Jong after its thun-
¥ i arehushed in peace.  War unhinges so-
& dioly, disturbs its regular and peaceful indus-
# 01, and scatters poisonous seeds of disease
d Winmorality, which eontinua to diffuse and
@ truinate their baneful influences long after
B ilagceased. Dazzling by its glitter, pomp
il ol pageantry, it begetsa spirit of wild adven-

# Wlifies those who embark in it; after their
3 o from the bloody fields of battle, from
@ Ymping in the industrious and peaceful ve-
1§ “liong of life. .
§ Weare informed by a statement which is
f Yarently corvect, that (he pumber of our
ntrymen slain in this lamented Mexican
B vir, although it has yet only been of eighteen
 Bmths existence, is equal to one half of the
R Yiole of the American loss during the seven
¥ s war of the Revolution! Aad I venture
& nexert that the expenditure of freasure
& “iizh it has occasioned, when it shall come to
Girly ascertained and footed np, will be
fund to be more than half of the pecuniary
§ %tof the war of our independence, And
¥ lirly the condition of the party whose arms
8 :liu?' heen everywhere and constantly . victo-
& oyt )

2 How did we unhappily get involved in this
& Y} was predicied s the consequence

fthe annexation of Texasto the U, S.  If we

ot Texas, we should haveno war, The
Mople were told that if that event happened,
# T would ensue, They were told that the
U between Texas and Mexico had not been
"mindted by a treaty of peace; that Mexico
i th' tlaimed Texas as a revolted provinee;and
0¥ wa received Texas in our Union, we
- bs elong with her the war existing beiween
A ... Mexico, “And the Minister of Mexi-
% % omally announced to the Government at
: ;hfsh‘pston,'that his nation would consider
{ ,2meexation of Texas tothe U. 8. as produ-
o Lstate of war, But all this was denied by
-,,“fl‘j':_"'hzﬂ!!_s‘ of annexation.” They insisted
H “‘?ﬁ]&'hava no war, and even imputed to
Who forstald it, sinister motives for théir

i Bu,t, 55 predietion, ’ )
Vg, Dotwithstanding & state of virtual war
g i, o"‘im?!' rgsulted from the fact of annexa-
A fiz,-P28 of the belligerents to the U. 8; ac-
q I hjl‘;ght‘“might have been probably aver-
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remain where his own pood
him to believa he ought%o re Tainy
of Corpus Christi, and ifa uegotiation had been
vpened with Mexico, ina true epirit of amity
and conciliatien, war possibly might havebeen
prexented. But, instead of this pacific and
moderate course, whilst Mr. Slidel] was wens
ing his way to Mexico with his diplomatie
credentialyy Gen. Toylor wag ordered to trans.
port his cannotyy and to plant them in b war-
like attitude opposite to Matimoras, on the
east bank of the Rio Brave, within the very
disputed tetritory, the adjustment of which
was 1o be the gbject of Mr. Slidell’s mission.

Whatelse could have transpired but a conflict
of arms?

Thus the wareommenced, and the Presi
dent, aftet having produced it, appealed to
Congress. A bill wés proposedd ‘to raise 60,
U0 volunteers, and” in order to eommit all
who should vole forit,a preamble was inser.
ted falsely attributing the cethmencement of
the wartothe act of Mexico, ‘I hdve nodoubt
of the patriotie molives,; of those who, after
struggling to divest the bill of that flagrant srror
found themselves constrained to vote for it.
But I must say that no earthly consideration
would have ever tempted or provokéd me to
vote for & bill, with a palpable falsehood
stamped upon its face. Almost idelizing truth

as I do, I never, never conld have voted for
that bill,

The exceptionable conduct of the Federal
‘patty, during the l4st British war hag éxcited
an influence in the prosecution ef the present
war, and prevented = just digscrimination be-
tween the two wars. That wig a war of na-
tional defence, required for the vindicatian
of the national tights and honor, and demand.
ed by the indignant voice of the people. Pres-
ident Madison himself, I kuow, at first rejue-
tantly and with great doubt and hesitatiof,
brought klmself {o the conviction thatitought
to be declared. A leadimg, and perhaps the
maost infuential member o(’ lils eabinet, {Mz.
Gallatin } wzaup tothe time ofits declaration
oppesed to it.  But nothing could withstand
the irresistible force of publie sentiment. It
tag o just wdr, and its great object, as sn-
nounced ai the timie, was *Free Trade and
Sailor’s Rights,” against the intolerable 4n
oppressive acts of Brifish power on the ocean.
The justiee of the war, far from- being denied
or controverted, was admitted by the Federal
party, which only guestloned it oil considera-~
tions of policy. Being deliberately. and con-
stitutionally declared, it was, I think their du-
ty lo have given to it their kodrty Co-spera-
tion. DBut the mass of them did not. -They
continued to oppese and thwart it, to discour-
age loans and enlistments; to deny the powei
of the General Government to march the mi-
litia beyond our limits, and to hold a Hartford
Convention, which, whatever, were. itz real
objects, bore the aspect of seekinga dissolu-
tion of the Uuion itself, They lost, and justly
lost the public confidence. But has pot an
apprehension of a similar fate, in a state of
case widely different, repressed a fecrless ex-
pression of their real sentiments in some of
sur public men?
How totally variant is the present war! This
is no warof defence, but one unnecessary
and of offensive agesression. It i3 Mexieo
thatis defending her firesides, her castles and
her altars; not we. Aand how different, also,
is the whig party ofthe present day from that
of the major part of the Federal party during
the war of1812] Far from interposing any
obstacles o the prosecution of the war, il the
Whigs in office are reproachable atall, it is
for having lent foe ready a faeility to it, with-
put eareful examination into the objests of the
war. And out of office, who have rushed to
the prosecution ol the war with more arder
and alacrity than the Whige? ~Whose hearts
have bled more freely than those of the Whigs?
Who have more occasion fo mourn the loss
of sons, husbands, brothers, fathers, than
Whig parents, Whig wives and Whig broti-
ers, in this deadly and unprofitable sirife?
But the havoe of war is in progress, and the
no less deplorable havoe of an inhospitable
and pestilential climate, Without indulging
o an unnecessary retrespect and uselessre-
proaches on the post, all hearts and hes_tds
should unite in the patriotic endeavorte bring
it io & close, Isthere no way thatthis éan be
done? . Must we blindly continue the conflict,
witheut any visible gbject, or any prospect of
a definite termingtion? This is the important
subject upon which 1 desire to eonsult and to
commune with you. Who, .in this free gov-
ernment; is to decide upon the objeciz of a
war, at its commené ement, or at any timedu-
ring its existence? Does the power belong to
the nation, to the cellective tisdom of the
pation in Congress aseembled, or Is it vested
solely in & single functionary of the govern-
ment? o
A declaration of waris the highest snd
most awlul exerciss of severeignity. TFhe
eonvention, which framed our federal cousti-
tution, had learned from the pages of history
that it had been often and greally abused. 1t
had seen that war had often been commenced
upon the most frifling pretexts: that ithad Ire-
quently been waged Lo establish or exclude a
dynasty, to snatch serown from the head of
one potentate aund place it upon the head of an-
other; that it had been often prosecuted to pro-
mote alien rnd other interests than those of
the nation whose chief bad proclaimed it, as
in the case of English wars for Hanoverian
interests; and in short that such a vast and tre-
mendous power ought netto _'be confided to the
perilons exercise of one single man. The
Convention, therefore, resolved fo guard the
war-making power against those great abus-
es, of which in the hands of gmonar:ch it was
so susceptible. And the security against those
abuses whtch ils wizdom devised, was to vest
the war making power in the Congress of (he
U. S., being the immediate representatives of
the people and the States, Bo apprehensive
and jealows was the Convention ofits abuse in
any other hands, that it interdicted the exer-
cise of the powertoany State in the  Union,
without the consent of Congress. Congress,
then, is our system of Gevernment, is the sole
depository of that tremendous power. The
Constitution provides that Coungressshall have
power to declare . war, and grent letters of
margue and repriszl, to make rules concern-
ing captures on Jand and water, fo raise #n
support armies, to provide and maintain a na-
vy, and to make rules for the government of
the land and naval forces. '.].‘hus we pereeive
that the principal power, in regard fo war
with ail its ancillary attendants, is granted to
Congress. Whenever called upon to deter-
ming upen the most solemn question o!‘peace
or war, Congress must cgnmder g.‘nd deliberate
and decide upon the metives, objecis and cau-

main, it the poing

Wiy? iudenco moderation, and statesman.
g o Tayler had heen parmitted to

promptedas in the case of

the existing war with Mexi-
o, Congress st necessarily. possess the an-
thority, nt any time to declare for what purpo-
ses it shall be further provecuted, Ifwe sup-
-pose Congress does not possess the contholling
authority attributed to ?t; if it be contended
thata war having been ence sommented); the
President ofthe U. S, fnay direciit to ke ne-
complishment of any objects he platises; and
without consulting and without auy regard to
the will of Congress, the. Convention will
havé utterly failed in guarding the nation a-
gainst the sbuses #hd ambition of 2 single in-
dividual, Either Congress or the President,
must have the right of defermining upon: the
objects for which 8 war shall be prosesuted.
There is no other nlternative. If the. Presi-
dent posgess it and may prosecute it for ob-
jects against the will of Congress; where iz the
differente betweenour frée government aad
that of any other hation which may be gov-
erned by an absolule Czar, Emperer or Jing?

Congress may omity as it has omitted {n the
present wir, lo proelaimthe objeets for which
it wag eommenced or has been since prosecu-
ted, and in cases of such omissions the Presi-
dent being chargedt with the empleyment and
direction of the national foree is; necegsrrily,
left to his own Judgement fo decide upoa the

ghall be npplied. Bui, whenever Congress
shall think propet to declare, by some authen-
tic actfor what purposes a wir sinll be com-
menced orconiinued, it is. the duty of the
President to apply the national force 1o the
atlainment of those purposes. In the in-
stance of the Iast war with Great Dritain,
the act of Congress by which it was declar-
ed wag preceded by a message of President
Madison, enumerating the wrongs end inju-
ries of which we complained against Great
Britain, Thatmessage, therefore, and with-
out it the well khown objecis of the war,
which was a war purely of defenice, render-
ed it unnecessary that Congress should par-
ticulsrize in the act, the specifie objeets for
which it was proclaimed. ~The whole world
ktiew that it was a war wagedfor “Free
Trade and Sailor’s Rights.”?

It may be urged that the President and

4 {Senate posses the treaty-tnaking power,

without ahy express Hmitation as toits exer-
cisej that the ordinary termination’ of a war
is by a treaty of peace; and therefore, that the
President and Senate must possess the pow-
er todecide what stipulations and conditions
shall enter into such a treaty.  Bulit is not
mote true thatihe President ahd Sénate pos-
sess the treaty making power, without limita-
tion, than'that Congress possess the war ma-
king power, without restriction. These two
powersthen ought fo be so interpreted asz to
reconcile the onhewith the other; and, in ex-
pounding the constltution, we ought to keep
coustantly in view the nature and struclure
of our free government and espetially the
great object of the Convention in taking the
warmaking power out of the hands of a sin-
gle man and placing it in the safer custedy of
the representatives of the whole nation, The
desirable reconciliation between the two pow-
ers iseffecied by atfribuling to Congress the
right to declare what shall be the objects of a
war, and to the President the duty of endea-
voring to obtain those abjecis by the direction
of the national force and by diplomacy..
I am brpaching nonew and speculative the-
ory, The Statuteboek of the Uuited States is
full of examples of prior declarations by Con-
gress of the pbjects to be atfained by negotia-
tion with Foreign Powers, and the archives of
the Executive Department furnish abundent ev
idence ofthe accomplishment of those objeets,
or the atiempt to accomplish them,by subse-
quent negotiationss. Prior to the declaiation of
the last war against Great Britain, in all the
restrictive measures which Congress adepted
against the two great belligerent Powers of
Eruope, clauses were inserled in the several
acts establishing” them, tendering to both er
elther of the beiligeroats the abolition of those
restrictions if they would repeal their hostile
Berlin aud Milan dectees and Orders in Coun-
cil, eperating against our commerce and pav-
igatiom: And these aetsof Congress were in-
variably communicated through the Execu-
tive, by diplomatic aotes, te France and Great
Britain, as the basis upon which it was prope-
sed to restore friendly intercourse with them.
So after the termipation of the war, various
acts of Congress were pnssed from lime to
time, offering to Foreiga Powers the principle
ofreciprocity in the commerce aad navigation
of the United States with them. Outof these
acts have spring a class, and a large cliss of
treaties (four or five of which were negotiated,
whilst I was ixd the Department of State,) com=
monly called reciprocity treaties congltided tin-
der all the Presidents, from Madison to Mr.
Yan Buren, inclusive, And with regard to
commierciaf tredties, negotiated without the
sanction ef prior acts of Congress, where they
contained either dppropriations or were in ton-
fiict with unrepealed statutes; it hasbeen ever
held as the republiesn doctraine fromn Mr.
Jsy’s treaty down to the present time, thit
the passage acts of Congress was necessary
to secure the execution of those fredtles. 1f
in the matter of Foreign Commerce, io res:
pect to which the power vestedin Congress to
rezulate it and the tresty making pewer may
be regarded as concurrent, Congress can pre-
viously decide the objects to whieh negotia-
tion shall be applied, how much stronger is the
case of war, the power to declate which is
confided erclusivelyto Congress? -
I conclude, therefore, Mr. President and
Fellow Citizens, with entire confidence, that
Congress . has the right, either at the be-
ginuing, or during the prosecution of any war
fo decide the cbjeets and purposes for which it
was preclainted, or for which it ought to be
continued. And, I think, it is the duty of Cou-
gress, by some deliberate and aulhentic act,
to declare for what objects the present. war
shall be Ionger prosecuted. I suppose the
President would not hesitate to regulate his
eonduct by the pronounced will of Cengress,
and to employ the force and diplomalic power
of the mation to execute that will. But, if the
President should decline or refuse to do so, and
tn eontempt of the supreme gutbority of Con-
gress, should persevere in . waging the war,
for other ohjects than tlose proclaimed by
Congress, then it would be the imperalive du-
ty of that body to vindicate its authority, by
the most stringent, and effectunl, and appro-
riate measures. Andif on the contrary, the
gnemy should refuse fo c‘on;c?ud'e & treaty,
containing stipulations securing, the obfects,
designated by Congress, it would become the
duty of the whole government to prosecute the:
war with all the national energy, until those
objects were eobtained by 2 treaty of Peé‘“_"
There czn be no insuperable difficulty in Uon-

sexof the war. Andif a._wag._ba cgm’r‘ngm‘_e__d
without any previcus declaration ofitsobjectsy’

grexs waking such' an sntheriative declara-

wel T C
Gon, Let it resolve, simply fhat the war shall

objectsiothe atlainment of which that force|

or shall oty be i Var of tonqieat; ind ifs war
of conquest, whatis to be conquered. Should
a resolution pass; disclaiming the design of
conquest, pedce would follew, in less than
sixty days, if the President would conform to
his cunstitutional duty: | 1
. Hefe; Follow Citizens; [ might [ &use. hav-
ing indicated & mody hy which the natien
through its aceredited and legitimated repre-
sentalives in Congress, can announce for what
purposes and-objects this war shall be longer
prosecuted, and gan thus let the whole peo-
ple of the United States know for what end
their blood is to be furtber shed #nd their
treasure {uriber exXpented instesd of tlic kilowl-
edge of it being locked up and contealed in the
bosomt of one man:, 'We should na lohger per-
teive the objects; of the war varyinp,
froni tinte tdtime, secording to the chang-
ing opinions of the Chiel Magistrate; charged
with its prosecutior. But I do sot think it
right to stophere. It is the privilege of the
people, in their primitive assemblies, and of
every private man howevet lnunble;to express
an opiniot in tegard to the plirproses for which
the wat should be continued; and suchan ex-
pression will receive just so much considera-
tion and cofisequence as it is entitled to; and
no more, ) -
Shall this Wit bu proseculed for the puipose
of conquering and annexing Aexico, in nll its
boundless extent to the United States?
I will not attribute to the President of the
United States any such désign; but I confess
that Ihave been shockéd and alanned by man-
ilestations of itin variousquarters: Of allthe
dangers and misfortunes which totld - befal
this natien, Isheuld regard that of its becoming
a werlike and conguering power the most dire-
ful and fatal. Histery tells tha mournful tale
of conguering nations and eonguerors. Tha
three most celebrated conquerors,.in the &ivl:
lized world, were Alexander, Ceesar and Na-
poleon. The frst, afler overtunning ‘a large
portion of Asia, and sighing and lamenting
that there were nomare worlds fo suhdwe mel
a permature and ignoble death. His Lienten~
ants quarrelled and warred with ench other, as
to the speils of his vicieries and finally losi
them nll, Cmsar,.after conquering Ganl, re-
turhed, with his triumphant legions to Rome
passed the Rabicon, won the bittle of Pharsa-
lia, trampled upon the liberties of his country
and expired by the patriot hand of Brutus:
But Rome ceased to be frees War and con-
questhad enervated and cotrupied the masses.
‘F'he sprit of true liberty was extinguished, and
a longeline of Empetors succeeded, some of
whom were the most execralle inonslers
that ever existed in buman form, And that
most extraordinary man, perhaps, in all histo
ry, after subjugating ull continental Europe,
occupying almost all its Capitals, sericusly
threatening, according fo Mr, Thiers, proud
Albion itself, and decking the brows of varions
members of his family, with ¢rowns torn from
the heads of other monarths, lived to behold
his own dear Frante itself iis the possession of
his enemies, and was made himsell a-wreich-
ed captive, and far removed from countty,
family, and friends, breathed his last on the
distant and inhespitable rock of St. Helena.
The Alps and the Rhine had been claimed as
the natural boundaries of France, but even
these could not be secured in the treaties to
which she was redaced to submit. Do yon
belive that the people of Macedon or Greece,
of Rome or of France, were benefitted, indi-
vidually or collectively, by the triuwphs of
their great Captains! ‘Their sad lot was im-
mense sacrifice of life, heavy and intolerable
bu}l;‘densj and the ultimate Joss of liberty it-
Selt. .
That the power of the United States is com-
petant, to the coonguest of Mexico,is quite pro-
bable. Butiteould not be achieved without
frightful carnage, dreadful sacrifices of human
life, and the creation of an onerous national
debt; norconldit be completely effected, in
all probability, until after the lapse of many
ears. It would be necessary to occupy all
its strohgholds, to disarm its inhabitants and
to keep themin constant fear and subjection.
To consummate the work, I presume thatstin-
ding afimies, notless than a biiiidred thousand
men would bd necessiry, to be kept pefliaps
always in tlie bosom of theif €ountry. Thest
standing atfiies; i-evrellinf in a foreigii lind,
aud nceustomed Lo trdmple upor the libeities
of a foreign people, at sonie distarit ddy, might
be fit and ready instruments; inder the lead of
some daring 4dd uaprineipled chieftain, of re-
turn to theil couhtry and prostrate the publie
liberty. ‘ ’

_Supposing thé eengiibstis ba ontd made,
whatis to be done with it? Islttobe govern-
ed like Roman Provindes, by Prodorisuls?
Would it be compatible with the genius, char-
dotedy and safety: of onr free institutions, to
keep sticha dredt &ountry as Mexico, with a
populdtion of notless thun nitfe millions, in a
state of constant militdry subjection? .

Sball it be annexed to the United States?
Dots any considerate man belive it possible
that tws suchimmense countres, with territe-
ries of nearly equal exteni; with populations
so iheongreous so different in rate; inlanguage
in religion and in laows; eould be blended
together in boe harmonious inass, dbd hippily
governed by one common authority? Muriners
discontent, insurrectiens, rebellion, would in-
evitably ensue; unitil the inéompatible parts
would be broken assunder, dnd pessibly, in the
frightful strugele, our present glorious Utitn
itself woild be dissevered or dissolved. e
onght not to forget the warning voice ofall his-
tory, which tedches the difficulty of éombining
and eonsolidating together, conquering #nd
conquered nations. Afterthe lapse of eight
hundred years, daring whichthe Moors held
their eonguest of Spain, the indomitable cour
ages perseterance and obstinacy of the Span-
ishrace finally trinmphed, and expelled the
African invaders from the Peninsula. And
even within our own time, the colossal power
of Napolean, when af its loftiest heights, wi¢
incompetent to'subdue and sabjugate the proud
Castiltan, And here in our own neighborhood

Etigland and Ireland
the Urited Biales hiui Me¥igo; there aré some
points of striking resemblance between them.
Boththe Irish and the Mexicans are probably
of the same Celtic race. Eoth the English
and the Americans are of the samé Saxon
origin: “The Catholie religion predominates
in both thi former; the Profestant among both
the latter. Religion bas been the fruitful
cause of dissatisfadtion ddd discuitent be-
tween the Irish and the English nations. Is
thete not reason to 'apprebend that it would
betoie so between the people of the United
Btates kbt those of Mexito, ifthey weré uni-
ted together? Why should weseelk to intex-
fere with them, i their mode of worship of a
commen Saviour? We believe that they are|
wrong; espetially in the exclusive character
of their faith, and that we are right, They
think - that they are fight dnd we Wrong.
What other rule can there ba than te leave
the followers of each religionto their owh
solemn convictions of conscientious duty to-
wards Ged! 'Who, but the gledt Arbiter of
the Universe cdu judgs in sheh o question?
Formy own part; I sincerely believe and
bope that those, who belong to all the de-
partments of the great church of Christ, if
tn truth and purity they conferm to the doe-
trines whichthey profess; will unlimely se-
cure and abodein these regions of bliss which
all aim finally to reach. I think that there is
no potentate in Europe; whdtever his religion
may be; more enlightenced or at this moment
sointerésting asthe Jiberal head of the  Papil
See. A . ) o
But I suppose it to be inipossible that those
whe favor, if there be any who faver the ah-
nexation of Mexito to the United States, chn
think that it ought to & perfietudlly governed
by military sway. Certaialy; no voldry of
human liberty could deem it right that 4 viola-
tion shonld be perpetrated of the great princi-
ples of our ewn revolution; dccording to which,
laws sught not to be enacted and taxes oughl
not to be levied; withotit representation on the
part of those who dfe to cbey the one, and
pay theother. Then; Mexicois to pdrticipate
in our councils and ¢qually share i our legisia-
tion and govermmnent: But,stppose shewould
not voluntarily choose representalives fo the
national Congress, is our soldiery to follow
the electots to the ballot-box, and by foree to
compel thet; it the point of the bdyonet, to
deposit their ballots! And Yiow dire the nine
millions of Mexican petple to ba fepresented
i the Congressof-the United Stlites of Amer-
ica and the Congress of the United Stales of
the Republic of Mexics combined! Is b¥ery
Mexican, without regard to color or taste, per
capitnm, to exersise the elective franchise?
How is the quota of representatioil; between
the two Republics tobe fixed? Where is their
Sedit of Comimun Go¥erifilefit to ba éstablish-
ed? And who can fovsee or forstell, if Mexi-
co voluntarily or by fordej wetetg shdre in the
commen governmert what would be the &ofi-
sequences to her or to us? Unprepired, as 1
fedr Hér populatien yet is; for the practical
enjeyment of self govefniii. fit, 4nd of habits:
customs, language, liws dhd feligioh; %o to-
tally different from our Gwi, We shotild present
the revolling spectacla of b confused, distrae-
ted, and motley government. We should have
a Mexican Pari¥, a Pacific Ocean Party, an
Atlantic Party, in additidn td the other Par-
ties, which exist, or +with which we are
threatened, each siriving to execunts its owi
particular views and purposés, and repreach-
ing the others Willi thwarting #nd disappoin:
ting them: The Mexican repretéitiition, in
Congress, would probably form a separate and
mpeneirable corps, always ready tothrow it-
self{nto the scale of any olher party, io- ad-
vance and promote Afexican inlerestss Such
a state ef things could nct long endure. These
whom God #fid Geeglaphy hdvd firbilotinced
sheuld live asunder, could pever be perma-
nently and barmoniotisly united togethets
Do we want for our own happiness or
gfeatness the addition of Mexico to the ex-
istinig Union of oiti Statés? If our popula-
tiofi was tod densé for olif territory; aiid
thets wa3 4 difficulty of ohtaining hotiorably
the means of #ubsistehice; thers might he
soint excuse for aii altempt to ehlaigh tur
dothiniotis; it we hive ild sutll apoloby:
We have aliéady in bur glofious douiitry 4
vast ahd almtst boundless territory; IBe-
ginning &t the Nufth, In the {rozZen régions
of the British Provinces; it stfetchés thou-
sands of thiles alohg the Eoasts &f the Atlai-
tic ocean and the Mexican Gulf, until it al=
most reaches the tropics; It exterids the Pa-
tific Ocean; bordets ofi thuse rreat inlaid
seas, the Lakes which zeparate Us from the
pessessions of Great Britain; atid it embfa-
ces the great father of rivers, from its up-
permost source fo thé Balize, and the still
longei Missourl, fiom it§ thoutli t6 the gorg-
ts of the Rocky Mountaine, It domprehends

peble of almost all the produétions of the
earth; except tea and coffee and the spi-
¢es; and it includes every variely of climate;
which the heart conld wish or (;:3931'8. We
have more thafi ten -thousand millions of a=
éres of waste and unseliled lands; enough
{of the subsistence of ten or twenty times
our presént population: Qught we net to
be satisfied with suchacountiy?  Ouglt we
niot te be profoundly thankful te the Giver of
all good things for sich a-vast and bountiful
land? Is it niot the height of ingratitude to
Him to setk, by war and conguest; indulging
in a spirit of rapacity, to aéquife other lands,
the homes and habitotions of a large portion
of his commen children? If we pursue the
object of such a conguest; besides mortgag-
ing the revenue and resodiees of this coun-
try for ages to come, it the fo¥id of ant oref-
ous national debt, we should have greatly to

Lower Canada, which near oite Fundred years
ago afler the conclusien of seven years war
was ceded by France to Great Britain, remains
a foreign land emidst fLe Eritdsh provinces,
foreign in feelings and attachment, and foreign
in l2ws; language and religion. And what

and oppressed Ireland! Ceniaries have pas-
sed away, singe the overbearing Saxon over-
run and subjugated the Emerald Isle. Rivars
of Irishblood bave flowed, during {
and grduows contest, Insurrection and rebel-
lion have been the orde# of the day; &nd yet
up to this time Ireland remains dlien iA feel-
ing affection and sympathy, towardsthe pow-
er whi¢h so lorrg has borie imx_- down, Eve

Irishman hatfes;with ¢ moral hetied, his Sax-

on oppressor. _Although there are great ter-
ritoriab différences Beiween the condition 6f

has beew the faet with poor, gallant, generous

augiment that debt, by an assumption of the
sixty or seventy millions of the natiomal debt
of Mexicor For 1 take it thaf mothing is
more certain than thef, if we oblain volun-
tarily or by conquest, a foreign nation we
acquire it with all the incumbrances attached
to . Immy humble opinteti; we are How

ound in honor ahd morality, to pay the just

he long debt of Terass And wa should be equally

ibound, by the' saite obligationg; te pay the
‘debt of Mexico; if it wereannexed to the U-
'nited Statés, : I
Of altthe possessions whick appertain to
man, in his collective or individial condition,
‘noge should be preserved and cherished,

-~

;a8 éompared to that of'thy

the greatest variely of the richest soils, ca-|.

CE vl- =r~—'—'--

hthot of an unsullied Ebafactef, It is
impossible to eatimate it too highly, in socics
1y; whetl attached to an individdal; nor car
it be exaperated b¥ oo grbﬁtiy magnifiedina
nation: Those who lose or are indifferent td
it beeotne just ebjects of scorn and.contempit:
Of ali the abomitable tfansaclions;which suls
ly the pages of history none extetd inn enors
mity that of the dismembermeht and partition
of Poland, by the thfee great Continental
Powers of Russizy Austfia alid Prossia.—s

fouhd but as} long as human recofds ehdurs
pacious and detestabls.deed. That tras ao+
cotfiplished by oveyrwhelming fofte; and the
unfortunate existence of fatal dissensions and
divisions iit the bosoni of Polafid: - Let us
aveid affixitiy Lo ouf haifie and Katiofial ehars
actef o similar; if not wotse stigina: . I am :
afraid that we do ot flawr stalid well ih the
opinion of othier parts 6f ¢hilstenidoin, Res

proach: All the natlotis, I apptebend, look
upon us in the prosetution of. the present -
wal; as bieing attuatéd by & spifit of rapacity;
and afi ifoidinate desire fof tefritotlal ag=
graftdizetnent: et us ot Torfeit altagetﬁ-:'
ef theif good opinions: Let us command
their app%:\u'sé by anoble exercise of fors
bearance atid justices In the elévated sta=
tioii whith e hold; wé tan saftly efford tg
praétice the Gud-1like virtues moderation and
tizgnanimity. The long series of glorious
trintnphs; achieved by ouf gallant commargs
ers and theif brave aFmied; unattended by a
single reverse, justify us, without the least,
dangef of tatitishing the national hador, in
disintel"e‘ste‘:_llly holdixig out thé glive branch
of peate: We do not want the mines, ilid
mounteins; the morasses; shd the sterils
lands of México: Te her the losa of them
would be humiliating; aind be. a fidrpetualk
source of regret afid mortification: - To uis .
they tnight prove a’fatal acquisitior; dissen~
siofi; divisioh; fiosaibly disviuion: Let, theres”
fore, the integtlty of the nalional existerco

+

disturbed: - Fof ofie; | desire to see o part
of hef tetritofy torh frot het by wvatr. Somse
of ofit people have plased theit hearts upon
the achuisilion of the Bay of Sati Franciscs
in Upper Califérnias  To u3; as apreat mars
atime Poiwef;
tage hereafter il tespect to Bitf commeteia
ahd navigating Interests, To Mexico; which .

never be of much advantige: If'we canobs’
fain it by falf pufchase with & Just equivalent;
1 should be happy to seeit soavqitited: As; .
whehevét the waf éeases; Mexied bipht I8
be fequired to pay thedebt due our éitiZens;

found i that debt; ouf Governinent asslim«

of it imay ba applied to that object. "But it

should foriii no metive in the prosecution of
the wat; which I would not contlnie a Suli--
tary hour fofihe sake of that harbor,

But what; it will beasked, shal® we iaks

ses of the war?  If the published documents
in relation to the lale negotiations belween

be tfue;aiid I hiave not feon them any where
contradicted; thi Exteutive propetly whived:
any demafid of indethity fof the expenses

-{ofthe war. And the rupture of that nego<

strip of mosily barieii land betwetn the Nus

vwhich Mezict refused to riake: Sb that we
ate now fighting; if hot for the tohjuest of
all Mexico; as intiniated In soing Juarters;

fot tHat hatrow strip and fof the barren Pros
vihce bf New Mexitn; with its [gw hilseras
ble injnes; We bought all the Pfsvince of
Lauiginria for fifleén fuillloni of dollars; anid
it 1s in ffiy bpinion; wotth ftiors thaii all Max:
ito togéthet, . We bioight Florida for five
millions of dellats, and a hard bafgaiift it was

dary of the Rio Bravo; to whith I think we
atd entltled, as the westerh limiit &f the Pro<
vinde of Lofiisinfia; aiid ‘wefe festricted to
that of the Sabine: .And we afe fivwy; ilnok
seeking the conquest of all Mexico; to tons
tinue this war indefinitely fof the inzonsida
erable objeets to whith I have juit referreds

indemnity for the expenses of this.iwar®
Meéxico is utterly uijabfe Ly make s ahy pes
cuniary iudemuﬁ%', if the justice of the Wwaf
oii out part entitled ug to demsid it:  MHep
gountry has beeh laid ivaste, her cities burn<
ed or ocouplgd by oilr troopis; het idear § sd
exhausted that she is unablé tp pay evenher
oWn armiés.
of the war, whilst it would angméit the as

bility of Mexico to pay iti We have seeny

we afe to dettiafid indetinity: Htiste beterd
ritorial indeﬂifiityf, 1 hofie, ToF Feasons ale
ready stated,ihat thit fire-brand will net be
brought iitg ouf dounlty:

Among the résolutions; which ifiswy.in<
téntion to present for youf &onsideration, at,
the concliision &F thig addiess, ons pfopu:’es,*
in your behalf and mine; 16 disavew, in the

most posilive manner; apy desire]”oir sur’
part, to acquire ahy foreign tét¥itorpowhals
ever, for the purpose of intredacisi{slayery
r .
United States entertains such a wish: But A
tuch 2 motive has been oftén ipiited tothe

to its unfortatata vietinvs, . 1 should rejoice:
if not a singlé slave bréuthed the sir or wag

with more scdulous and unrewmivting cere;|

(Centuded 61 Pourih Pagry . *
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Ages may poss atvay, ahd centuties trollas- !

all mankldd will uhite in gxecfalliig the ras . .i

pudiation has Lrought upon us fauch rea.

and nalional fetritory 6f Meiico. feinain uns -

it might ptove tobe of advans

pefhaps ah efuivaleiit for that Bay slay be .

peate Without iny indembity for the expen- -

Mf, Trist aiid the Mexican. commissioners |

tiatlon was prodiiced; By duf gbverninent in= %
sistiing ipon a cession ffom Mekieo, of the

sinte besides thal suny; wegave upthe bouns !
Buit, it tvill be repeniéd; are wéto have no '

Atid evefy day’s prosecution 5
mount of ouf iidernity, woild ledsoii the as;

however, that there is afiother foroy in whiclkt

mtoit; I do wit koow that any citiZen of thet !

#lave St. fes, and ] fherefote think # necedsas,
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ry to nolice it on thiz occasiory .My opin<y’
jons on the subject of slavery are well known!
TFhey have the rierit; if it 1& one, of consiss’ -
tency, uniformity,efid long duration; Fhive”.
éver regarded slavery asagreat évilawrong, 3"
forthe present, ¥ foar;an i frédésfable wronpli® -
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